I SO                             MAKERS   OF   DESTRUCTION

it. Don't waste your time on makeshift help for little crises
during a temporary transition stage, and so hold up the
great process of transformation which, among other things,
will make all your small Danzig problems negligible.39

Keppler then hinted at important inventions, the nature
of which he regretted he could not disclose, but which, he
stated, were of such vast significance, and would give
Germany such superiority over all other countries, that a
swift and fundamental change in our situation was no
longer in doubt.

VI

THE  EXACT  PROCESS

We find in every country the type of engineer who has
become a fanatic. With the expert's one-track mind, and
the self-assurance produced by work on mechanical models
and constructions calculated and operated with the utmost
precision, he looks down on the irrationality of political
and economic life as a primitive stage on the way to a future
rational and enlightened order of mankind.

A couple of years before my meeting with Keppler I had
become acquainted with another engineer who held similar
views. His name was Plaichinger, and at that time he was
a sort of special economic adviser to Hitler, It is curious to
note how many engineers Hitler drew into his select circle.
In economic affairs he never took advice from practical
business men, but constantly from engineers. This fact is
characteristic in itself. In his eyes industrialists only repre-
sented individual interests, and so they seemed to him com-
pletely incapable of grasping national economy as a whole.
For trained economists he had a whole-hearted contempt.
There were also occasions on which he expressed scepticism
concerning the economic ideas of engineers, with particular
reference to that well-known couple, Gottfried Feder and
Lawaczek. Nevertheless he continually had engineers in
his company.

Plaichinger remained unknown. He died before the
National Socialists seized power* He lived in Munich,
where I visited him in the early summer of 1932* He was